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Testimonials

Name: Nont Fakungkun
Age: 18
Country: Thailand

Hello there, my name is Nont Fakungkun and | am studying in Year 13 at Botany
Downs Secondary College. | still remember being in a hard time when | know |
was going to live in another country, being in a completely different environment and
people. Moving into New Zealand is the biggest and the most important decision | have
ever made, and it pays me off very well.

| and my family have had a plan of attending university aboard in the first place, and we agree
that going as early as high school would be a great preparation so it will not be too difficult for me

adapting in an unfamiliar place in most of all terms like culture, food, lifestyle, etc. Another main reason

| decided to study my high school abroad is to allow myself to see the world from a wider angle and

gain an open mindset which accepts and embrace the difference in each individual. | am fortunate enough
to have an opportunity to study in New Zealand for short periods in Dunedin and Wellington. Since then, | am
impressed by the experience | received in this beautiful country and New Zealand has become my main choice for
studying abroad. The country is rich of stunning nature and friendly people. Especially, Auckland, the city where | am
living is compacted with a harmony of nature aspects e.g. mountains, beaches and unigue native animals where are well
preserved and remain clean. The city is also highly multi-cultural which further improve my experience quality with various
group of people.
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Botany Downs
Secondary College

Testimonials

Name: Nont Fakungkun
Age: 18
Country: Thailand

Choosing to study in Botany Downs Secondary College or BDSC has allowed me to have an experience with the New
Zealand education system which is significantly different from when | was in Thailand. Studying in this school, you will be
able to pick up what you want to study from a wide range of subject pool depending on which year you are. 3 for Year 11,
5 for Year 12, and 6 for Year 13, while there will be some compulsory subject needed to be taken in the earlier years and
will become less in your higher years. 5till, this gives you high flexibility where you can design your own course based
on your interest which directly preparing you up for your university goal and dream career. The subjects in the pool are
comprehensive yet can be very specific like Food science, textile material, tourism, Business studies and much more.
More than education, BD5C also gives you a great number of opportunities in diverse co-curricular activities within an
encouraging environment. | decided to give myself a shot in badminton team and EnviroSchool where | met a people with
the same interest as me and improve my social network. The most important opportunity | received this year is a position
of Head Boy within international student council where |, along with other members, participate to organize international
events within school and support other international students in need of help.

Since the first day | arrived at this lovely home called BDSC, the staff, especially the International department, never let
me down for a moment. It is certain that moving into another country where almost everything is different from what |
used to would be difficult. However, what | can assure you is the staff from international department will always be on
your side and help to work out for the solution to any of your problems. They are keen to support you throughout your
academic, co-curricular, and social life, to make sure that you will gain the best experience while studying here. BEDSC
has a great number of international students from many places around the world e.g. Japan, Vietnam, Brazil, etc. Being
an international student here allows me to build up close friendships and connections with international friends. This
has allowed me to open myself up to different cultures, exchange our experience to each other, and creating wonderful
memories | will cherish forever.

To conclude, choosing to study here in BDSC is one of the best decisions | have made in my life, and creates the most
impact at the same time. | have grown myself into a proper and mature person with more leadership and responsibility, as
well becoming more adaptive to unfamiliar places and cultures. Also, the 3 years of quality time while | am studying here,
is memorable and irreplaceable. | would have no chance to encounter all of these amazing experiences if | cannot break
through my comfort zone and stay where | am. Now, it's your turn.
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